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November 2012 Motions for Rule Making Actions

Main Motion: Adopt 2012 Energy Code as proposed in WAC 51-11R and 51-11C; repeal
WAC 51-11

Amendment to the main motion:

Amend Section C101.4.3 to increase the threshold for lighting alterations to correlate with
Section C101.4.3.1

C101.4.3 Additions, alterations, renovations or repairs. Additions, alterations, renovations or repairs
to an existing building, building system or portion thereof shall conform to the provisions of this code as
they relate to new construction without requiring the unaltered portion(s) of the existing building or
building system to comply with this code. Additions, alterations, renovations or repairs shall not create an
unsafe or hazardous condition or overload existing building systems. An addition shall be deemed to
comply with this code if the addition alone complies or if the existing building and addition comply with
this code as a single building.

EXCEPTION: The following need not comply provided the energy use of the building is not increased:
1. Storm windows installed over existing fenestration.
2. Glass only replacements in an existing sash and frame.

3. Existing ceiling, wall or floor cavities exposed during construction provided that these cavities
are insulated to full depth with insulation having a minimum nominal value of R-3.0 per inch
installed per Section C402.

4. Construction where the existing roof, wall or floor cavity is not exposed.

5. Reroofing for roofs where neither the sheathing nor the insulation is exposed. Roofs without
insulation in the cavity and where the sheathing or insulation is exposed during reroofing shall
be insulated either above or below the sheathing.

6. Replacement of existing doors that separate conditioned space from the exterior shall not
require the installation of a vestibule or revolving door, provided, however, that an existing
vestibule that separates a conditioned space from the exterior shall not be removed.

7. Alterations to lighting systems only that replace less than 56 60 percent of the luminaires in a
space, provided that such alterations do not increase the installed interior lighting power.

8. Alterations that replace only the bulb and ballast within the existing luminaires in a space
provided that the alteration does not increase the installed interior lighting power.
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C101.4.3.1 Lighting and motors. Alterations that replace 60 percent or more of the luminaires in
a space enclosed by walls or ceiling-height partitions shall comply with Sections C405.5 and
C405.6. Where less than 60 percent of the fixtures in a space enclosed by walls or ceiling-height
partitions are new, the installed lighting wattage shall be maintained or reduced.

Where new wiring is being installed to serve added fixtures and/or fixtures are being
relocated to a new circuit, controls shall comply with Sections C405.2.1, C405.2.2.3, C405.2.3,
C405.3.4, and as applicable C408.3. In addition, office areas less than 300 ft* enclosed by walls or
ceiling-height partitions, and all meeting and conference rooms, and all school classrooms, shall
be equipped with occupancy sensors that comply with Section C405.2.2 and C408.3. Where a
new lighting panel (or a moved lighting panel) with all new raceway and conductor wiring from
the panel to the fixtures is being installed, controls shall also comply with the other requirements
in Sections C405.2.2 and C408.3.

Where new walls or ceiling-height partitions are added to an existing space and create a
new enclosed space, but the lighting fixtures are not being changed, other than being relocated, the
new enclosed space shall have controls that comply with Sections C405.2.1, C 405.2.2, C405.2.3
and C408.3.

Those motors which are altered or replaced shall comply with Section C403.2.13.

Rationale: Coordinate the threshold percentage for the exception in C101.4.3 with the
threshold percentage in Section C101.4.3.1.

In addition, Exception Item 7 could be construed to mean that none of the energy code
would apply for extensive alterations that left at least half of the existing luminaires in
place, so the proposed change is needed for consistency and clarity.



